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Advertiſement. 


Iſle of Dogs, Feb. 5. 1753: 


Hereas mankind have un- 
juſtly aſſumed to them- 
ſelves ſeveral phraſes purely canine, 
and the indubitable property of 
Dogs; a Dog's apology or excuſe 
for uſing ſuch phraſes are unneceſ- 
ſary. And although, through the 
notorious abuſe of the privileges 
of Dogs, ſuch phraſes here uſed, may 
perhaps offend ſome ſqueamiſh 
minds, who have annexed human 
ideas to them; or anger others, 
who 
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Advertiſement, 


who being habituated to the name 
of Dog, may think a Dog invades 
their right; yet it is a plain caſe, 

though all the watermen from 
London Bridge to Weſtminſter af- 
firm daily the contrary, that no- 
thing but @ Dog can be 2 ſen of a 
Bitch. 
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DOGS PLEA, &c. 


HAN KS to Fupiter, Pluto, 
85 PE Apollo, Diana, and all the 
a Tis Gods and Goddefſes; who 
have ever honoured the race 
ISI a a 
of dogs: Their gracious di- 
vinities have, at length, in compaſſion to 
wretched dogs, permitted @ poor cur to 
open articulately, and in the name of the 
ſpecies to expoſtulate with their cruel hu- 
man maſters mankind. Indeed, gentle- 
men, you have treated us like dogs, with 
a witneſs, Stripes, collars, chains, huogry 
bellies, kennels, and, not contented yet! 
after 


(2) 
after all theſe, a dog tax For heaven's 
fake, as you are ſtout be merciful. Conſi- 
der, gentlemen, we are animals and not 
ſuch ſenſeleſs machines as you men are 
pleaſed ſometimes to make us: we have 
a feeling of pain, a ſenſe of pleaſure, 
tread the ſame earth, are warmed by the 
fame ſun as our maſters. But becauſe we 
dogs, are inferior creatures, by the will 
of our common maker, we mult be tram- 
pled upon, oppreſſed, taxed. What ideas 
maſt this raiſe of humanity !----There's 
reaſon enough, I believe, for taxing brothels, 
gaming-houſes, gardens, theatres, lotteries, 
cocking, races, and ſuch like favourite 
employments of the human ſpecies, be- 
cauſe, from what I have obſerved of 
men, you will not ſacrifice them at any 
rate. But the caſe is different with regard 
to us poor dogs. The figning of the dog 
act, will be the ſigning of our death war- 
rant, | $i = Lag 


But let a miſerable dog be permitted to 
ſpeak, and to ſay, do not we dogs poſſeſs 
a thouſand good qualities? are we not al- 
lowed to be the moſt faithful of animals? 
are we not all uſcful or pleaſing to our 
owners, from the little dog in high life, 
who riots in luxury, to the beggars cur in 


a ſtring, 


; 
f 
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(3) 
a ſtring, or Margery the cook's turnſpit ? 
But why are dogs taxed, and not horſes? 
All antiquity from time immemorial have 
joined dogs and horſes together, both in 
theory and practice, why are they to be 


conſidered ſeparately now? I am not ſuch 


a ſtupid dog but I can ſee how the hare 
runs. We dogs have no friends at court, 
and therefore muſt be taxed, whilſt horſes 
are careſs d, and rewarded with plates at 
Newmarket, and ſo, ſince your great men 
have accuſtomed themſelves to zun after 
running horſes, we hounds may run to 
the devil. To be ſure I-muſt be 4 filly 
puppy to cenſure my ſaperiors in the crea 
tion; no, I praiſe the laudable zeal which 
men ſhew for improving the breed of 
horſcs. The ſtudy of men and books is 
very poring, requires too much applica- 
tion for polite gentlemen, who frequent- 
ly have puny conſtitutions. No dog alive 
can tell, but what a deep inſight in 
jockyſhip may qualify a man for the mot 
conſpicuous poſts in human ſocieties. The 
ſcience of managing the reins, uſing the 
ſpur, keeping a firm ſeat in the ſaddle, 
diſmounting an enemy, knowing the odds, 
and the like, being highly uſeful in human 


policy. I therefore reſpect all dignified 


racers; commend their riding two or three 
| B 2 hundred 
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hundred miles, ſpending and loſing two or 
three thouſand pounds for a diverſion of a 
few minutes. All I plead is that we dogs, 


are not ſuch 4——&d good for nothing ſons 
F bitches, nor our ſervices of ſuch little 
importance, as to merit ſuch treatment 
from thoſe who boaſt of being the firſt 
rate animals upon the globe. | 


I have often remarked, that the wiſ- 
dom of your human communities gener- 
ally burthen the more neceſſary parts of 
them with impoſts and taxes, whilſt need- 
leſs ſuperfluities and ſchemes of idleneſs 
and debauchery, being duty-free, have 
brought immenſe profits to the projectors 
of them, to the great encouragement of 
what the more ſerious of your ſpecies call 
immoral I think; by which I ſuppoſe 
3s meant ſomething contrary to the nature 
of man, Why then ſhould we anforinu- 
nate dogs be _ noxious and perni- 
cious animals, and yet be tax'd like in- 
duſtrious and deſerving creatures? why are 
we miſcall'd thus? becauſe here and there 
you meet with a ſnarling whe!p amongſt 
us, by way of helping à lame dog over a 
tile, the whole ſpecies muſt be condemn'd. 
But to the miſery of our being taxed add 
not infamy. Let me vindicate the dogs 


from 


. 
from the aſperſions of men; and ſhew 
that every kind of the whole ſpecies is 
uſeful and ſerviceable to man. 


To begin then, gentlemen, with your 
dogs of ſcent, your teriers and harriers. 
What excreiſe is more healthy, noble, or 
princely than hunting? But can you hunt 
without us dogs? To deſcend, however, 
to particulars. Would you mope all the 
country ſquires in the kingdom to death? 
Muſt they not doze away their lives in an 
elbow chair in their hall, if you deprive 
them of their hounds? How then could 
they be uſcful to the community? The 
muſic of the dogs raiſes their ſpirits to ex- 
travagance ; they ſing, ſhout, jump, uſe 
the molt violent geſtures: f:ch is the 
moſt tranſporting enthuſiaſm ! The qua- 
lities of the dogs ſupply them with an 
eternal fund of converſation, engage them 
in diſputes which make them the life of 
the company, who would be ſpectators 
elſe of nothing but a melancholy phiz, ob- 
nubilated almoſt with ſpires of thick ſmoke, 
aſcending from a pipe ſtuck in the center 
of it. How delightful are the evenings 
made by talking over the chace ? what 
floods of october and piles of beef are 
conſumed by the keen appetites of the 

| ſpartſ- 
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man. What more healthy or convenient, 


(6) 
ſportſmen ? What a poor figure wou'd a 
country ſquire make without the chaſe or 
the kennel, eſpecially when his character 
is ſure of being honoured with a deſcrip- 
tion by each ingenious writer of ſtory 
books? To this let me add—How many 
perſons muſt have been inevitably con- 
demned to ale, tobacco, and a clean ſhirt 
once a week, had they not, by following 
our heels, got into the track of preferment ; 
and perhaps at the ſmall expence of a frac- 
ture, or a bruiſe, hunted themſelves into 
a benefice? How few youths would be 
able to encounter the fatigues of a winter 
ſpent in town, were they not in autumn, 
to ſtrengthen their bodies with hunting; 


and I am very angry with the ill-natured. 


farmers who ſwear at them for ſuch a 
trifle as breaking through their fences, 


demoliſhing their gates, trampling and 
poaching their grounds, &c. 


Let ſuch churliſh peaſants know, that 
many of them enact laws for the good of 
their country, and though in the company 
of a pack of dogs, are too much their 
ſuperiors to be called in queſtion. 


The dogs of ſpeed are no leſs uſeful to 


than 


= 
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than to paſs away the morning with a 
brace of greyhounds in the fields, rather 
than pore over a muſty treatiſe? what an 
ornament to the entertainments of the 

lite and elegant is the greyhound, whilſt 
he ſtands attentive at his maſter's elbow, 
and ſupplies the company with diſcourſe 
upon his graces and good qualities during 
the whole repaſt ? 


A great many gentlemen would be mi- 
ſerable without a brace of greyhounds, 
When tired with a page of 2 magazine, or 
ſome important performance of this learn- 
ed age; Tom Jones, Perry Pickle, or 
Fack Conner, what a bleſſed reſource is it 


to ſeize along pole from behind the dgor, 


ſally out with thoſe taper animals, and go 
a courſing? Numbers, vain of the repu- 
tation of markſmen, acquired by a ſetting 
dog, and a gun over the chimney, and 
now and then a bird or hare brought home, 


purchafed of ſome honeſt poacher, would 


be levelled with the reſt of mankind but 
for their dog. In one word, bargemen 
muſt go without poultry ; country vicars of 
profound learning, lawyers and phyſicians 
of unqueſtionable honeſty, muſt attend to 
their pariſhioners, clients and patients; 
the young ſquire muſt forſake his fowling 

piece 


4 
F 
9 
o 

* 

t 


B 0? TY 
piece for debtor and creditor, which his 
faithful ſteward, who, to be ſure, prefers his 
maſter's intereſt to.his own, takes care to 
balance; lovers of that Britiſb diverſion, 
| bull or bear baiting, muſt with infinite re- 
ret be contented with now and then ſee- 
ing a play damn'd, or a Weſtminſter el---n. 
The ladies muſt ſhow'r (more naturally I 
confeſs) upon the men that profuſion of 
[ kifſes which they beſtow upon, and ten- 
j der offices which they perform for their 
| lap-dogs. The farmer and the ſhepherd 
| : muſt drive their hogs and ſheep themſelves, 
=. and the cook roaſt his meat with a ſtring, 
when once we dogsare gone. It 1s clear as 
the day, that we are uſeful induſtrious ani- 
mals; ſo that it is quite barbarous, gentle- 
men, to tax us, and yet aſperſe our quali- 
fications for ſociety. But granting that we 
are all idle good. for- nothing dogs, why then, 
according to your own maxims, we are 
not to feel any weight of taxes. But the 
cry againſt us is, many of us run mad, 
and do much miſchief, What with a 
witacſs can diſplay more madneſs, or do 
|| more miſchief than rationals, than your 
N boaſted intelligent heroes? The ſpoiler of 
l innocence, the rake, the bully, the pro- 
ſticute, the gameſter, the projector, the 


ſharper, the infidel, the zealot, who — 
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all who comply not with his opinions, 
and many ſuch like, which I could men- 
tion, deſerve a priſon or mad-houſe, a8 
much as any raving cur a firing, And as 
for the inferior follies of human animals, 
they are ſuch as would move the riſible 
muſcles of puling Heraclitus, or make a 
dog laugh, and which are too well known 
to need repetition. 


But, every dog has his day, and there 
have been nations and times, where and 
when the importance of dogs has been 
duly attended to, and their ſervices 
thankfully rewarded. Every ſpecies in- 
cludes ſome animals which are a diſgrace 
to it, and we ſhould be in the wrong to 
praiſe or condemn the whole for a pact. 
Amongſt men are the Hottentots and other 
nations in the Indies little ſuperior to us 
brutes; and as to individuals, there have 
exiſted Neros, Meſſalinas, Cæſar Borgias, 
and Catalines, But ſhall theſe inſtances 
be a criterion to judge of mankind, and 
ſo becauſe there are ſume inſigniſicant 
pufpies, ſhall the whole ſpecies of dogs 
ſuffer ? I would have you to know, gen- 
tlemen, that antiquity tells us of a nation 
called Cynoceplali, who were proud of 
having a dog' head upon their {houlders, 
C and 
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(1) 
and I imagaine that the god Anubis amongſt 
the Egyptians, which was the image of 
an human body, with the head of a dog, 
aroſe from a ſtray Cynocephaliſt's caſually 
arriving in Egypt, whom that wiſe and 
diſcerning people in religious affairs, the 
Egyptians, deify'd, The probability of 
truth in this conjecture, I ſubmit to the 


gentlemen of che modern ſociety of An- 


t1quaria ns, 


Jupiter has placed dogs in the ſky, and 


Pluto could not find a more faithful crea- 


ture to keep the gates of hell, than a blood 
of a B---- with three heads. The Ro- 


mans, a wile and prudent people, were 


ever ſolicitous for the preſervation of that 
gem of their city, the capitol— but to 
whom did they entruſt that important 
charge? To our ſpecies. Men are often 
treacherous, but human perfidy is unknown 
amongſt honeſt dogs. 


The Romans, ſo far from taxing dogs, 
allowed them ta public ſtipend. Athens 
crected ſtatues to dogs. Dogs have in- 
ſpired poets. Martial's epigram upon 


the little bitch Iſca, is allowed to deſctve 
ranking among the beſt. To do, however, 


the men of this Iſland juſt ce in this re- 
ſpect, 


| 
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ſpe&, I muſt not omit the labours of Mr, 
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Thomas Johnſon, who has collected in one 
volume, all the eminent writers upon the 
ſubject of dogs. Tis pity the language is 
Latin; nay there is a Greek piece at the 
end, becauſe at this juncture it might have 
been of ſervice; had it been French, the 
quality would have underſtood it, and 
been at once convinced of our impor- 
tance; but thoſe heatheniſh tongues are as 
bad as Egyptian Hieroglyphicks : however, 
as I am the firſt author of our ſpecies, he 
ſhall not tax us with ingratitude ; and 
therefore, in the name of all the dogs, if 
alive, I preſent him withthe ackowledg- 
ment of all the ſpecies. 


Indeed the inſtances of perſecutions of 
dogs, whether general or particular, which 
I have met with, have been very few: as 
for brute taxes, the firſt I meet with in 
chronicle, is the wolf tax of king Edgar, 
who levied three thouſand head of wolves 
a year; the reſult of which was, that in 
four years, not a ſingle wolf exiſted. Now 
though the dog tax be not capital, yet if 
our owners grudge the money, it is not ar- 
guing the importance of our ſpecies, that 
will be a motive for ſparing us; becauſe, 


I have obſerved, that when the moſt im- 
C4 portant 
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portant things relative to human nature, 
have been preſs'd home by invincible ar- 
guments to men, they would ſtill gratify 


their humours and paſſions at the expence 
of their happineſs; ſo that I fear in a few 


years a dog will be as great a ſhew as a 
wolf: for a general maſſacre will be the 
conſequence of that fatal edict, When 
once the act 1s paſt, I expect that the ſign 
poſts 1n your metropolis will be loaded 
with our carcaſſes; for ſome: days there 
will be ſuch a ciatter in the ſtreets, that 
there mult be a ceſſation of routs, drums, 
hurricanes, all ſwallowed up in that far 
greater hurricane ; nothing but hunted 
dogs flying up and down, purfued by boys, 


girls, orange women, carmen, porters, 


co:chmen, chimney ſweepers, with broom- 


ſticks, brooms, bruſhes, old mops, and 
ſtaves; on every fide, a confuſed din and 
mixed noiſe of ſwearing, banning, ſcold- 
ing, fcreaming, howhng, yelping, as if 
all the devils were broke looſe ; ſtones, 
dirt, brickbats, whizzing thro' the air, to 
the deſtruction of many a quarry, For 
the misfortune is, moſt of your ſad dogs 
are in London, and mankind will grudge 
to pay fix-pence for ſuch no brained ſons 
of B-——5; and thoſe will make the whole 
| ſpecics 
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ſpecies ſuffer : for give a dag an ill name 
and hang him. 


I beſeech therefore all friends to our 
race, to uſe their intereſt, to prevent the 
paſſing of this dreadful bill. I have heard 
that mankind pay greater reſpect to thoſe, 
whom they call, to the beſt of my memory, 
heathen philoſophers, than to the religion 
of this country: as for us dogs, our religion 
in the main 1s natural : for our comfort, 
then, antiquity can boaſt of the ſet of 
Cynicks whoſe great founder was ſo taken 
with the perfections of dogs, that he 
ſtudied to tranſplant them one by one into 
himſelf and followers: and this ſcheme 
was ſo much approved of, that the mo- 
narch of the world thought Diogenes in his 
tub, was worthy of a viſit—Nay, ſuch 
was that philoſopher's emulation of our 
ſpecies, that when one, in alluſion to his 
ſect, threw a bone at him, he, dog: like, 
lifted up his leg, and did what modeſty 
commands us to omit, or elſe, like a phi- 
loſophic biographer of this country, ex- 
preſs it in Greet; which produces perhaps 
in nine readers out of ten, more uncleanly 
ideas, than of a fimple diſcharge of urine. 
Now the ſect of the Cynicks, being I truſt 
numerous in Hritain, perhaps thoſe friends 

of 


| (14) 
of ours will avert the deſtruction which 
threatens the uſeful race of dogs; not- 
withſtanding theſe gentlemen, contrary to 
the fundamental rules of Cyniciſm, diſown 
their original through a miſtaken delicacy, 
For Diogenes disbelieved the religion of his 
country; and ſo this country abounds with 
infidels, as I am informed: the difference 
only this, the ſuperior ſenſe of Diogenes 
detected the folly and untruth of the po- 
pular religion of the Gentiles, whereas his 
modern imitators have not ſenſe nor rea- 
fon enough to diſcover the truth and va- 
lue of that religion profeſſed here; though 
I am aſſured, that a little ſhare of either 
would ſuffice. Moreover, community of 


women, no taſte for the ſciences, conſum- 


mate impudence are all known characteri- 
ſticks of the Cynzrc ſect; and as that ſect is 


derived from dogs, and is a copy of their 


perfections, I truſt that the modern - 
nicks, (which upon comparing mankind 
now with the preceding tokens of that 
philoſophy, will be allowed to be numer- 
ous in Britain) will ſtoutly ſtand up in 
our defence, 


Bue if neither the uſefulneſs nor im- 
portance of dogs are capable of moving 


obdurate maukind, let our good qualities, 
— 


( 38:1 
the little probability of this tax, as an- 
ſwering the ends it propoſes, and the in- 
conveniencies of diſobliging our friends in 
this juncture, prove more ſucceſsful ar- 
guments. | 


Wonderful is the fidelity of dogs to- 
wards their maſters. I ſhall not tire the 
reader with a detail of faithful dogs, 
from the celebrated dog of Xanthippus 
the father of Pericles, to the chien ſcavant, 
—of murders diſcovered, and murderers 

uniſhed, of lives preſerved, and dwellings 
protected by dogs; plenty of theſe exam- 
ples are well known to every ſchool boy, 
No dog ever proved diſhoneſt, or a liar, 
perfidious, or bale to his friend, was a be- 
trayer of ſecrets, falſe or treacherous to 
thoſe who truſted him: theſe are the vices 
unknown to quadrupeds, but are the na- 
tive product of erect animals. The grey- 
hounds epitaph at Sw is a ſpecimen of 
the good qualitics of our ſpecies. As to his 
being a foreigner, it is no objection, ſince, 
ſpite of the prejudice in favour of any 
thing foreign, the Engh/h dogs muſt be 
allowed to exceed the Ttahan in every 
thing but uglineſs, which I find is the rea- 
{on of their being admired. 
| O 
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O bleſſed golden age! when perfect 


harmony ſubfiſted between the various 
ſpecies of animals. The earth brought 


forth. fruits ſpontaneouſly, and covered 
with perpetual verdure, taſted an eternal 
tpring. Each happy dog enjoyed his fa- 
vourite bitch, his teeth unſtained with 


gore, he quatizg. the limpid ſtream, and 
ted on nature's Choiceſt viands. Then the 
mighty bull, the harmleſs ſheepand ſkipping 


calves, crop'd ſecure the flow'ry plain, 
nor human teeth yet tore their fleſh, nor 
dogs yet pick'd their bones. The woods, 
the groves, and fields, breathed tranquil- 


lity and peace. The hare in ſafety ſquat- 


ted by the hound, the fox ne'er ſtarted at 
the bragle's cry, but all in common, ſafe- 
ly dwelt at caſe. But whither am I hur- 
ried by the remembrance of thoſe invalu- 


able days? Then it was ve me, love my 


dog—but, O dire reverſe, now mankind 
are become our g:eatelt cnemies, nay they 
daun coufeſs it without the leaſt 
compunQtian or remorſe. When the huſ- 
band beats his wife and beggars his family, 
which are certainiy the vileſt actions, 
the p99r Woman, ta convey ſorne notion of 
her ill uf: ce, cries to her goflips, Ob, I tead 
2 dogs life. J ai; jt d he any eg: : But 
may 
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may I be hanged like a dog, if 1 live with 
ſuch a brute. 


But, to add to our diſtreſs, and make 
our caſe ſtill the worſe, we are foully miſ- 
repreſented as advocates for flavery, which 
in a country of liberty muſt certainly make 
us univerſally deteſtable. I have traced 
this report to its head, and I have at 
length diſcovered, that it has aroſe from 
the fable of the dog and the wolf. A 


 fodliſh dig may be vain of his collar, and 


frame excuſcs for a log and a chain; but 
all ol'y dogs expreſs different ſentiments, as 
all ſuch prefer a cruſt and freedom, to p'en- 
ty and dependence; ſo that it is cruel to 
call us ſorry dogs, when we deſerve better 
treatment; and if a dog catch'd at a ſha- 
dow once, are dogs always to be fools? 


But let our uſefulneſs be deſpiſed, our 
importance contemn'd, and our perfecti- 
ons cried down, ſtill I am certain, that the 
molt moderate calculations of the dog-tax 
will exceed the actual amount in fact. 


I know, from the fertility and commu- 
nity of our bitches, you promile.to your 
ſelves, gentlemen, immenſe ſums, eſpe- 

| cially 
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cially ſince every tinker and cobler will 
have a dog at his heels, and tea, gin and 
ſnuff for his wife or doxy, though at the 
ſame time it 1s difficult for many of them 


even to get bread, But their poverty will 


prove our deſtruction. Nay, people of 
fortune may grudge to have thirty or forty 
pounds a year expence added to their ken- 
nel, which already devours a great part of 
their income. The contrivers of this ex- 
pedient fancy that we dogs are as much 
loved by our maſters as beards are by the 
Greeks, pay any thing rather than part 
with them; but it is a miſtake when once 
the pocket is touched, an halter for my 


dog. 


We have a tradition concerning the 
people of a place called Argos, who, dur- 
ing the dog- days, as if the ſun's heat had 
exhaled all the moiſture out of their ſkulls, 
celebrated a feaſt, called Cynophontzs, 


All the while it laſted, they ſcampered 


up and down the ſtreets, killing or flaſh- 


ing all the dogs they met. I never thought 
of ſecing this heatheniſh cuſtom reviv'd in 
a chriſtian country; that Engliſbmen ſhould 
fink into paganiſm, O timcs! O ar . 
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If we muſt be ſacrificed, if we muſt be 
tuck'd up, and the men of this iſland will 
have a dog maſſacre, we muſt ſubmit. 
I hope, that our ſurviving maſters, will 
make that fatal day an anniverfary, that 
Mr. Parker, Mr. Vincent Wing, Mr, 
Partridge, or ſome of the moſt eminent 
Almanack makers, will inſert it in red 
letters in their ſheet productions; it will 
read very well with other anniverſaries, as 
Thomas à Becket, Alphege, St. Catherine, 
maſſacre of dogs, &c. 


But, to varniſh over their inhuman, 
ſcheme, the projectors of it only pretend 
to deſign the deſtruction of the mad dogs, 


ſaucy dogs and worthleſs puppies. But, be- 


cauſe ſome animals are a diſgrace to the 
dog-kind, muſt the whole ſpecies ſuffer? 
Becauſe there are odd dogs and queer bitches, 
and now and then @ dog in à doublet, muſt 
the generous hound, the loving ſpaniel, 


the uſeful turnſpit, and the honeſt maſtiff 


ſuffer? The laſt, I own, loſes his good 
qualities, and degenerates in a foreign air; 
but I have obſerved this of other animals, 


. befides dogs, ſuch have proved their de- 


generacy by removing into a foreign coun- 
try, that in ſuch a caſe, I have known 
D 2 trans- 
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transformations ſuperior to any in a large 


volume of thoſe wonderful events col 
lected by one Ovid, an Talian, I think fo, 


that a bear has been converted into a mon- 
key, and a grave owl into a chattering 


magpye. 
But, ſeeing theſe people will ſtill object 


the neceſſity of evacuating this iſland of 


uſeleſs dogs, let a wretched dig propoſe an 


expedient, tranſport them all to the Ame- 


rican colonies, Perhaps you, reaſonable 
beings may object, that, if they are vil- 
lainous dogs in England, they will be the 
ſame in the Ye2/7-Indies. And why ſhould 
the poor people, who have no ways in- 
jured you, have a deſtructive race of crea- 
tures forced upon them to worry them out 
of their lives: we have no inſtance of a 
foreign climate's changing a breed for the 
better; ſo far contrary, we have ſeen in 
the caſe of the maſtiff, an alteration for 
the worſe ; for according to the trite ſay- 


ing, 


Caælum, non animos, mutant, qui trans mare 


CUYYTUNT. 


If this objection ſhould take place, there 
is no way left, but to knock the ſad dogs 


upon 
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vpon the head, or make them uſeful ſome 
way or other to the community, by 
obliging them to induſtry, and more pro- 
fit will, I preſume, acrue to ſociety by this, 
than by any dog bill whatſoever. 


But I apprehend, that the paſſing of the 
dog act, may be attended with ſome in- 
conveniencies. Tho' we are unlucky, yet 
are we not ſuch abandoned dogs, but we 
have ſome friends, ſome country ſquires, 
who love us as well as their own hearts 
blood, Think, gentlemen, what exclama- 
tions againſt taxes, oppreſſion, bribery,abuſe 
of the revenue, needleſs places and pen- 
ſions you mult expect to hear of: In ſhort, 
I cannot tell, but what the dog a& may 
cauſe a great many elections to bes loft. 
For a dog being an animal always in fight, 
and a conſtant companion of his owner, 
a dog will therefore be a perpetual me- 
mento of taxes: many a kick and curſe 
will our hides, and all neceſſary impoſts 
receive, upon account of this moſt impo- 
litic ſcheme. Thoſe, in one word, who 
will ſooner part with dogs than money, 
will, as is uſual in other caſes, aſcribe to 
us a million of perfections, which they ne- 
ver diſcovered, during their poſſeſſion of 

| us; 


( 22) 
us; and as a certain Roman, in Ceſar diſ- 
covered many Marius's, ſo theſe, in the 
dog act, will ſce liberty expiring, the na- 
tion bre king, France governing this iſland 
by viceroys, and be as much perſuaded 
of the reality and juſtneſs of their notions, 
as Don Quixote was of a barber's baſon be- 
ing Mambrino's helmet. On the contra- 
ry, the profeſſed foes to your eſtabliſhment 
will pay for their dogs, purely for the 


ſakes of ſuch an unluoked for advantage of 


perpetually inveighing againſt public im- 
poſitions. For that part of your ſpecics, 
by what I can gather, are maſters of a 
grand arcanum, infinitely ſuperior to the 
Philoſopher's ſtone, namely, of provid- 
ing a mighty people with every neceſſary 
to the defence of your community, to the 
putting of ycur commerce into a flou- 
riſhing poſture, to the adminiſtration and 
preſervation of the laws, to the ſecurity. 
of the conſtitution, without any ex- 
pence to the individual members of ſuch 


a body politic. 


Since then, O men of Britain, theſe rea- 
| ſons plead fo ſtrongly in our defence, let 
the conviction, which attends them, joined 


to your national benevolence, ſecure us 
from 
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from theſe impending calamities, behold 
a ſpecies of creatures proſtrate at your feet 
expecting their final doom, life or death, 
from your deciſion. Had we the fleeces 
of ſheep, we might furniſh out our quota 
at the ſmall expence of ſtripping, bur alas! 
poverty is the very badge of Qniciſin, na- 
ture is to us the pillars of Hercules, and her 
wants the ſole object of our deſires; for 
we, moſt miſerable and undiſcerning crea- 
tures, cannot diſcover thoſe magnetic vir- 
tues of money, thoſe miraculous tranſmuta- 
tions and effects, which render it fo cele- 
brated amongſt mankind. But if this de- 
cree muſt paſs, permit a mean ſon of a 
bitch to propoſe one thing to your ſupreme 
wiſdom : what think you, gentlemen, of 
a decimation? a decimation, I. conceive, 
will raiſe a ſum ſufficient to preſerve the 
poor dogs from a ſtring, to which our 
ſpecies bear a perfect antipathy, Dog- 
ſkins, if we conſider the number and qua- 
lity of the conſumers, will appear to be 
a very great article in trade. Amongſt 
many other inſtances of the great demand 
for this commodity, the ſingularity of one 
inclines me to mention it. I have with 
great ſurpriſe obſerved in your ſpecies a 
Zeal for white hands and arms; nay, ſuch 

15 
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is your paſſion for this corporeal excellence, 
that, when the misfortune of florid health 
happens toappear too conſpicuouſly through 
the ſkin, I have been aſſured that - ſuch 
roſy hands and arms, have done penance 
every night in a dogſkin covering, artifici- 
ally fitted to them. Flea us, gentlemen, 
it may ſave the life of many a dog, and 
bring millions to the nation, which will be 
very acceptable, when it is ſo deep in debt. 
Would to heaven that my ſkin were large 


enough to ſupply all the beaus and toaſts 


of the human ſpecies, or that all the 


plagues of dog-kind were poured upon my 


devoted head: I am ſuch a patriot, ſo 
zealous for the public good of quadrupeds, 
that I would ſuffer gladly the wittieſt 
cruelty human tyrants could frame or de- 
viſe ; nay more, I would reſign my car- 
caſs up to ſome ſtudent in your univerſities, 
who, under the notions of anatomical im- 
provement, and of acquiring a ſkill in de- 
ſection, tortures and hacks the unfortunate 


creatures which unhappily fall in his way. 


Though, for the ſake of other animals as 
well as of dogs, I ſincerely wiſh thoſe 
learned ſocieties would furniſh the gentle- 


men of that faculty with better means of 


ſhining in phyſic, otherwiſe in a century 
| I 
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I expect the Butchers will be the beſt 
anatomiſts, and mountebanks the moſt ju- 


dicious phyſicians, 


If theſe or other expedients propoſed 
for the good of dogs, are treated as chime- 
rical, yet I am certain that when the fury 
of your reſentment is aſſuaged, and our 
ſpecies is become extinct, you will la- 
ment in vain the loſs of ſuch faithful uſe- 
ful animals. Fore-warned fore-armed ; a 
knowledge of future events is a reaſonable 
inducement to provide againſt them : and 
as you do profeſs yourſelves, gentlemen, 
to be animals of ſuperior rank, and who 


have reaſon for a guide, and director; 


conſider that the religion outwardly ac- 
knowledged in this country, aſſures you of 
living for ever. And though ſome of your 
ſpecies, out of a profound humility, ſup- 
poſe and profeſs your ſelves mortal, co- 
æval with us brutes, yet this is no objection 
to my argument, which is founded upon 
the ſuppoſed, not real, belief of this ifland, 
Whilit therefore you are promiſing to 
yourſelves Elyſian ſcenes, we dogs are not 
allowed a thought of any thing beyond 
animal life. The dogs of India are happier 
in this reſpect; for their maſters carry them 


with 
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1 | with them into the other world. But as 
198 in this part of the globe, dogs die and are 


no more, every reaſonable and humane 

' _ mind would not only uſe every method 
|| to lengthen that little period, but likewiſe 
make it as happy as poſſible. 
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